
SOC 3015: Introduction to Economics

Welcome to Introduction to Economics. This course is designed to introduce you to the field of economics from a social sciences perspective. In other words, this is a class that will concentrate more on the economic relationships between people rather than a course that concentrates on personal finance and financial decision making. (This topic will be discussed in our class, but not in detail. A course, such as Money Management, would be one that does focus on these issues.)

You are expected to meet the following goals to pass this class:

° Build upon and enhance your current economic knowledge.

° Describe the different types of economic systems used in the world today.

° Comprehend how the American economy works, both from an individual’s point-of-view and from a national perspective.

° Partake in debates and discussions on current economic issues.

° Be ready, at the end of the semester, to take an advanced placement economics, or other college-level, course and succeed.

Units, lessons, and projects are designed to answer at least one of the Essential Questions of Social Studies:

∙ What are the relationships between people, places, and environments?

∙ What are the historical examples of change/continuity in Wisconsin, United States, and world history that affect the present and the future?

∙ How has power, authority, and governance been used in the past?

∙ How is power, authority, and governance used today?

∙ What are the factors of production/distribution/exchange/consumption that benefit Americans and the American economy?

You are also expected to keep and use a separate notebook for Intro to Economics. You are encouraged to take notes (using Cornell Notes) during readings and during discussions, especially those topics covered that are not in the textbook. You are expected to keep track of important economic terms and graphs during the semester. You will also be asked to reflect (in writing) on what you have learned in and out of class.
In order to be successful in this course, a student needs to be proficient in reading and writing, and needs to be self-disciplined. There is not necessarily a lot of reading to be completed every night; but when reading is assigned, it will often use the language of economics--which can, at times, be difficult to comprehend easily. It is essential that you remain on track with your reading, for our class discussions are dependent on you to do so. Also, homework problems are a necessary part in learning economics. So between your readings and assignments and your activities, you should plan on spending at least half an hour to one hour each night on economics to prepare you for the next class.

Attendance and participation in class are crucial. Students who miss class often and who are not active participants are jeopardizing their grade in this course. If a student is absent, the entire responsibility for obtaining and making up missed work is his.

Please find the grading and attendance policies for this class on the next page. Please keep in mind that the grading criteria are only tentative and may be changed during the passage of the course. Also, the attendance policy is a general framework, and will be made flexible for any legitimate extenuating circumstances, such as prolonged illness.
Sources:

Meek, S., J. Morton, and M. Schug. Economics. New York City: Houghton Mifflin Harcourt Publishing, 2018.
Attendance Policy:

Students are expected to be in class and on time every day, and with the proper materials --notebook and pen or pencil.  (Keep your textbooks at home.) In cases of personal illness or family death, your absences are understandable and should be excused by your grade level office. All other absences will be judged on a case-by-case basis.

If you are absent, a parent or guardian should call the attendance office on the day of the absence. The absence should be excused, and all should be well. If not (mistakes do happen), you will need to make sure this absence gets cleared through the attendance office. The cleared absence should then be entered into Infinite Campus.

Grading Policy for Introduction to Economics

Grades for this course are determined as follows:


Quarter Grades



Semester Grades



Tests

40%

1st /3rd Quarter
40%



Quizzes
  5%

2nd/4th Quarter
40%



Homework/Assignments
20%

Final Exam
20%


Projects
20%



Participation
15%




In-class assignments will have due dates assigned to them, but will be accepted up to one week late without penalty. Any assignment turned in after one week will receive only half credit, up until a unit test is taken, at which time late work will no longer be accepted.

Also, any paper or project turned in late will result in one letter grade reduction for each school day late.

It is understood that any form of cheating will result in a zero (0) for whatever assignment or test is given. The grade level principal will also be informed of such conduct, because a second infraction of this cheating policy will result in an ‘F’ for a grade and removal from my class.

It should also go without saying that an unexcused absence on the day of a test or exam will result in a zero (0) on that test or exam. In-class assignments will have due dates assigned to them, but will be accepted up to one week late without penalty. Any assignment turned in after one week will receive only half credit, up until a unit test is taken, at which time late work will no longer be accepted.
** Note: Grade distributions listed above are tentative. If there are any changes, Mr. Attaway will notify


the class at least two weeks before the end of the grading period.

Contact Information for Mr. Attaway:

Room 2002
Phone: 608-204-1805

E-mail Address: kattaway@madison.k12.wi.us
Website: http://mrattaway.weebly.com
Prep Periods/Office Hours: 2nd and 3rd periods

Department Chair Duties: 7th period
Appointments for other times to meet (before school, during lunch, or after school): Upon request

By signing below, I acknowledge that I have read all of the expectations and policies for Introduction to Economics. I understand what will be required of a student to pass and succeed in Introduction to Economics. I also understand I will need to have a network ID and password to access East’s computer network, due to the use of computer programs (e.g. Microsoft Power Point(, Word(, etc.) and the Internet in classroom activities.
______________________________
______________________________           ___________________


Student’s signature


       Print Student’s Name


Date Signed

______________________________
______________________________           ___________________

            Parent’s/Guardian’s signature
           Print Parent’s/Guardian’s Name

Date Signed

Once both the student and the parent/guardian sign the above, please return to Mr. Attaway ASAP. This is a graded assignment!

