
U.S. History 9: 1865-1950

Room 258

Mr. Attaway and Ms. Chacon
Welcome to Freshmen U.S. History. This course covers various aspects of American history, from the Reconstruction era until about 1950. Major units for this class include: 19th century conflicts; civil rights struggles; immigration; industrialization and urbanization; politics and civics; culture and religion; foreign relations and foreign policy; and finally, total war and genocide.

You are expected to meet the following goals to pass this class:

° Build upon and enhance your knowledge of American and world history.

° Explain how American society has changed since 1865.

° Describe how the American system of government is managed and operated.

° Analyze Congressional acts and Supreme Court decisions and how they affect the lives of American citizens.

° Explain how geography affects politics and diplomacy on a global scale.

° Explain how & why decisions were made by Americans that affected local, national, & global issues since 1865.

° Partake in debates and discussions on historical issues.

° Complete a semester project.

Units, lessons, and projects are designed to answer at least one of the Essential Questions of Social Studies:

∙ What are the relationships between people, places, and environments?

∙ What are the historical examples of change/continuity in Wisconsin, United States, and world history that affect the present and the future?

∙ How is civic responsibility developed?

∙ How has power, authority, and governance been used in the past?

∙ How is power, authority, and governance used today?

∙ What are the factors of production/distribution/exchange/consumption that benefit Americans and the American economy?

You are also expected to keep and use a separate notebook for U.S. History 9. You are encouraged to take notes during readings and during discussions, especially those topics covered that are not in the textbook.

You will also be given supplemental readings in American history. When a primary source document is assigned, read the article before the next class and answer the questions that follow. You will then be expected to write either a 50-word sentence* or a five-paragraph essay on what you believe to be the main theme of the document. (* 50-word sentences will be described in detail the first week of class. A handout is available.)

In order to be successful in this course, a student needs to be proficient in reading and writing and needs to be self-disciplined. It is essential that you remain on track with your reading, for our class discussions are dependent on you to do so. So between your readings and assignments and your activities, you should plan on spending at least half an hour to one hour each night on U.S. history to prepare you for the next class.

Attendance and participation in class is critical. Students who miss class often and who are not active participants are jeopardizing their grade in this course. If a student is absent, the entire responsibility for obtaining and making up missed work is his.

Please find the grading and attendance policies for this class on the next page. Please keep in mind that the attendance policy is a general framework, and will be made flexible for any legitimate extenuating circumstances, such as prolonged illness.

Sources:

Boyer, P. The American Nation. Chicago, IL: Holt, Rinehart, and Winston, 2001.

Attendance Policy:

Students are expected to be in class and on time every day, and with the proper materials -- textbook, notebook, and pen or pencil. In cases of personal illness or family death, your absences are understandable and should be excused by the main office. All other absences will be judged on a case-by-case basis.

It is expected that you will be respectful and courteous at all times to all people. Treating each other with respect and courtesy means: all people will be able to finish their thoughts and ideas without being interrupted; all people will be able to feel safe to express their thoughts--this means no name-calling, etc.; all cultures and traditions that we study and encounter along the way will be treated with dignity; and all students must comply with the requests of Mr. Attaway, or his substitute, when politely asked to do so.

If you are absent, a parent or guardian should call the main office on the day of the absence. The absence should then be excused, and all should be well. If not (mistakes do happen), you will need to make sure this absence gets cleared through your grade level office. You should then get a printout from the secretary to give to me. I cannot clear an absence if you are not present.

Grading Policy for U.S. History 9:

Grades for this course are determined as follows:



Quarter Grades



Semester Grades



Test Grades
40%

1st/3rd Qtr
30%



Homework
30%

2nd/4th Qtr
30%


Participation
30%

Sem. Project
20%







Sem. Exam
20%


It is understood that any form of cheating will result in a zero (0) for whatever assignment or test is given. The grade level principal will also be informed of such conduct, because a second infraction of this cheating policy will result in an ‘F’ for a grade and removal from my class.

It should also go without saying that an unexcused absence on the day of a test or exam will result in a zero (0) on that test or exam. Also, any semester paper or project turned in late will result in one letter grade reduction for each school day late. In-class assignments will be accepted until a unit test is given; but once a unit test is given, no late work for that unit will be accepted.

I look forward to having an exciting school year with you in American history and other school activities. Good luck, and remember--you will get out of this class what you put into it.

** Note: Grade distributions listed on the previous page are tentative. If there are any changes,


 Mr. Attaway and Ms. Chacon will notify the class at least two weeks before the end of the grading period.

By signing below, I acknowledge that I have read all of the expectations and policies for U.S. History 9. I understand what will be required of a student to pass and succeed in U.S. History 9. I also understand I will need to have a network ID and password to access East’s computer network, due to the use of computer programs (e.g. Microsoft Power Point(, Word(, etc.) and the Internet in classroom activities.

______________________________
______________________________           ___________________


Student’s signature


       Print Student’s Name


Date Signed

______________________________
______________________________           ___________________

            Parent’s/Guardian’s signature
           Print Parent’s/Guardian’s Name

Date Signed

Once both the student and the parent/guardian sign the above, please return to Mr. Attaway ASAP. This is a graded assignment!


