
SOC 3025: Advanced Placement Macroeconomics

Welcome to Advanced Placement Macroeconomics (AP Macro). This course is designed to replicate the introductory macroeconomics course taught in a university setting. As such, the course requires far more effort and commitment than the typical high school course. However, those who do not wish to take the AP exam, but merely want to learn about the field of economics, are welcome to take this class.

The course goals are threefold:


• to introduce you to the field of macroeconomics.


• to teach basic economic concepts and analytical skills.


• to enable you to score well on the AP Macroeconomics exam.

Units, lessons, and projects are designed to answer at least one of the Essential Questions of Social Studies:

∙ What are the relationships between people, places, and environments?

∙ What are the historical examples of change/continuity in Wisconsin, United States, and world history that affect the present and the future?

∙ How has power, authority, and governance been used in the past?

∙ How is power, authority, and governance used today?

∙ What are the factors of production/distribution/exchange/consumption that benefit Americans and the American economy?

You are also expected to keep and use a separate notebook for A.P. Macroeconomics. You are encouraged to take notes (using Cornell Notes) during readings and during discussions, especially those topics covered that are not in the textbook. You are also expected to keep track of important economic terms, models, and formulas in this notebook. 

In order to be successful in this course, a student needs to be proficient in reading and writing, and needs to be self-disciplined. In order to adequately prepare for the AP exam in May, you must spend considerable time preparing for this course. The text must be read and problems completed in a timely fashion. Homework problems are a necessary part of learning economics. You should plan on spending about one hour preparing for each class meeting.

Attendance in class is critical. Students who miss class often are jeopardizing their grade in this course and their ability to do well on the AP exam. If a student is absent, the entire responsibility for obtaining and making up missed work is his.

It is assumed that all students enrolled in this course will be taking the AP exam in May. However, you may choose to approach the course as an introduction to macroeconomics instead. Taking the class at an AP-level does not force you to take the exam in May either. You will need to register for the exam in February. Review sessions during the second semester will be scheduled before the end of this semester to get you ready if you will take the A.P. exam.
Sources:

Krugman, P. and R. Wells. Economics, 1st ed. New York City: Worth Publishers, 2006.
Mankiw, N.G. Macroeconomics, 2nd ed. Chicago: Harcourt Publishing, 2001.

Morton, J. Advanced Placement Economics--Macroeconomics: Student Activities, 3rd ed.. Sterling, VA: National Council on Economic Education, 2003.

Parkin, M.. Macroeconomics, 5th ed. New York City: Addison-Wesley Publishing, 2002.

Attendance Policy:

Students are expected to be in class and on time every day, and with the proper materials -- textbook, notebook, and pen or pencil. In cases of personal illness or family death, your absences are understandable and should be excused by the main office. All other absences will be judged on a case-by-case basis.

If you are absent, a parent or guardian should call the attendance office on the day of the absence. The absence should be excused, and all should be well. If not (mistakes do happen), you will need to make sure this absence gets cleared through your grade level office. The excused absence should then be reflected in Infinite Campus. 

Grading Policy for A.P. Macroeconomics

Grades for this course are determined as follows:


Quarter Grades



Semester Grades



Tests

40%

3rd Quarter grade
40%



Assignments/Projects
30%

4th Quarter grade
40%



Participation
20% 

Final Exam
20%



Quizzes
10%
It is understood that any form of cheating will result in a zero (0) for whatever assignment or test is given. The grade level principal will also be informed of such conduct, because a second infraction of this cheating policy will result in an ‘F’ for a grade.

It should also go without saying that an unexcused absence on the day of a test or exam will result in a zero (0) on that test or exam. Also, any paper or project turned in late will result in one letter grade reduction for each school day late. In-class assignments will be accepted until a week late, after which late work can receive up to half-credit. Also, late work will be accepted until a unit test is given; but once a unit test is given, no late work for that unit will be accepted.

** Note: Grade distributions listed above are tentative. If there are any changes, Mr. Attaway will notify


the class at least two weeks before the end of the grading period.

By signing below, I acknowledge that I have read all of the expectations and policies for A.P. Macroeconomics. I understand what will be required of a student to pass and succeed in A.P. Macroeconomics. I also understand I will need to have a network ID and password to access East’s computer network, due to the use of computer programs (e.g. Microsoft Power Point(, Word(, etc.) and the Internet in classroom activities.

______________________________
______________________________           ___________________


Student’s signature


       Print Student’s Name


Date Signed

______________________________
______________________________           ___________________

            Parent’s/Guardian’s signature
           Print Parent’s/Guardian’s Name

Date Signed

Once both the student and the parent/guardian sign the above, please return to Mr. Attaway ASAP. This is a graded assignment!


