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Critical Reading of “The Ballot or the Bullet” Speech by Malcolm X
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1. Number each paragraph of the speech, “The Ballot or the Bullet” by Malcolm X.
2. Read the speech. As you read the document by yourself, circle what you think are the key, or important, terms that Malcolm X uses in this speech.
3. With a partner, compare and contrast what each of you thought were the key terms. Discuss any differences each of you has.
4. Re-read Malcolm X’s speech, this time underlining any claims he made regarding the social  conditions facing Americans, especially African Americans, in the mid-1960s. Once done, again discuss with the same partner (in #3) what each of you thought were Malcolm X’s claims.
5. Re-read the text again, this time making sure any questions (with a question mark--?—next to the unknown text) are placed in the margins of the text. Once done, again discuss with the same partner (in #3 & 4) what questions each of you came up with and try to answer them. Write these down on the back of this page, along with any answers you were able to discover.
6. Once you and your partner have written down your questions, come up with at least three (3) questions to turn in as a group. At least one (1) of these questions needs to be a Costa’s Level 3 question (e.g. evaluation, interpretation, or what if type questions). Place these on a separate sheet of paper, place your names on it, and turn it, along with your marked texts of “The Ballot or the Bullet,” and this sheet.

