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Fourth Quarter (Controversies) Project
The required project for the second quarter will be a research paper. The topic will be controversies in American history. In our current unit, we will cover the controversy surrounding President Kennedy’s assassination and the conspiracy theories that have surrounded it since. It was not the only controversy that occurred since the 1950s.

You will have the opportunity to study and research a controversy for which you will be expected to conduct thorough, factual, and annotated research, and use that information to prepare and turn in a detailed research paper. Your task is to determine whether the official story is the most plausible version, or whether there was a more credible account that contradicts the official story.
I.  Please report your chosen subject to Mr. Attaway before your begin. (Please find the controversies listed below.) You may conduct research with other students, but you must write your own paper. Before you begin writing, determine what exactly the questions are you want answered with your research.
II. Conduct research to complete your project.


A. It is all right (and expected) for you to come up with even more questions as you conduct your research. Be sure to document these questions when they come to you.


B. Come up with a working/running bibliography as you do your research. That means you cannot sit down at a computer, type your report once and turn it in. Document your sources using notecards or notebooks and be ready to turn them in with your final report.


C. Cite your sources at all times! Even when you paraphrase!! To do otherwise is plagiarism, a most dishonest practice of academic theft, which will NOT be tolerated in this class.


D. Due date for the outline for your project is May 1, 2017. Due date for the final draft is May 31, 2017. You will be docked a letter for each day the final paper is turned in late.
III. Choose your subject.

Operation Paperclip, the Nazi relocation program; Robert Kennedy’s assassination; Martin Luther King, Jr.’s assassination; is Area 51 a secret storage facility of alien artifacts?; did the October Surprise of 1980 actually occur?; was MK Ultra successful in its mind control experiments?; was there a sinister reason for the transformation of the Global Agreement on Tariffs and Trade to the World Trade Organization?; was Nixon’s Watergate scandal set up by those involved with JFK’s assassination?; was there a sinister reason for the passage of the North American Free Trade Agreement?; was the CIA involved in the crack epidemic of the 1980s and 1990s?; were the findings of the 9/11 Commission completely accurate?; was Paul McCartney replaced by a doppelganger after dying in a car crash in 1966?; did Jim Morrison of the Doors really die of a drug overdose in 1971?;  was Tupac Shakur really killed in 1996?
IV. Format for the paper:

A. Write a three-to-five page paper on a controversial event that occurred between 1945 and 2001. Use parenthetical referencing (APA style), MLA, or Modern English (Turabian) style to cite your sources.

B. Use Arial, Times New Roman, or Courier New font.

C. Use 12-point font throughout the paper. Use bold and underline sparingly, using only to highlight a word or phrase.


D. Use one-inch margins and double-space throughout the paper.


E. Include a bibliography (using your chosen style) with your paper. Do NOT include a separate title page (this is a waste of paper.) At least two (2) of your sources must be non-Internet based books, newspapers, magazines, or other format.

F. Be sure to place your full name, your course name, your class period, and page number at the upper right-hand corner of the first page; place your last name and page number at the upper right-hand corner of each succeeding page.

