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Honors Modern U.S. History:

Critical Reading of “The Great Society” Speech by Lyndon Johnson
1. Number each paragraph of the speech, “The Great Society” by Lyndon Johnson (LBJ).
2. Read the speech. As you read the document by yourself, circle what you think are the key, or important, terms that Malcolm X uses in this speech.
3. With a partner, compare and contrast what each of you thought were the key terms. Discuss any differences each of you has.
4. Read the speech. As you read the document by yourself, box those words you do not know or do not know well. With your partner, look up the definitions of these words (using the dictionaries at the front of the room) and write them in the margins of the text, near the boxed words.

5. Re-read the text again, this time underline any claims made by LBJ to rationalize his proposals for the Great Society. Compare your findings with your partner.
6. Read through the speech once more, this time answering the following questions (you may consult with your partner, but each of you must answer the questions separately):
     a. Why, according to LBJ, does the United States need a “Great Society” program?

     b. According to LBJ, what three places will we build the Great Society?
     c. Using your answers for question 6(b), what problems exist in those three places?

     d. Does President Johnson offer any specific programs or policies to build a Great Society? If so, what are they? If not, why do you think that LBJ did not propose any specific solutions?

     e. Do you agree with President Johnson’s proposed Great Society? Is a Great Society needed today? If so, where would focus to build it? If not, why do you disagree with him? Answer in detail in 3-5 paragraphs.


