
SOC1055:  Honors Modern American History
Sept. 5-Oct. 4

Unit 1: Postwar America and the Dawn of the Cold War



Labor Day, September 3--No School



Frosh Orientation Day, September 4--No School for upperclassmen




Class Introduction, September 5



Constitution Day, September 17




Civics Exam, October 2



Unit 1 Test, October 4
Oct. 5-Nov. 5

Unit 2: Protest, Progress, and Upheaval—The Modern Civil Rights Movement



End of First Quarter, 11/1



Homecoming Weekend, October 5-6




All-Staff Day, October 26—No School




End of First Quarter, November 2




Unit 2 Test, November 5
Nov. 6-Dec. 7

Unit 3: Decade of Discontent—American Culture and Counterculture



Veterans’ Day, November 11




Parent-Teacher Conferences, November 13—No School




Parent-Teacher Conferences, Evening of November 19



Thanksgiving Break, November 21-25 – No School



Unit 3 Test, December 7
Dec. 11-Jan. 18
Unit 4: Rise of Conservatism and Sunset of the Cold War



All-Staff Day, December 10—No School




Winter Break, Dec. 21, 2018-Jan. 6, 2019--no school; Back to school, Jan. 7
Jan. 21-25

Exam Week and End of Class



Unit 4 Exam and Cumulative Final Exam
4th Hour / January 17th @ 8:30AM
5th Hour / January 18th @ 8:30AM

6th Hour / January 19th @ 10:5AM




Dr. King Day, January 21--No School




Last Day of 2nd Quarter/1st Semester, Jan. 25



Return textbooks to Mr. Attaway



Grade Reporting, January 25--No School

Essential Questions for Honors Modern U.S. History Around Recurring Themes

The Impact of Competing Ideologies in the Post-WWII Era
· How have interpretations of the Constitution and debates over rights, liberties, and definitions of citizenship affected American values, politics, and society?
· How did Americans defend and challenge the dominant political, economic, and social order after World War Two?

· How and why have different beliefs about the federal government’s role in U.S. social and economic life have affected political debates and policies? 

· How do the competing ideologies of communism and capitalism impact the post WWII era?

The Politics of Power and its Effects on National Identity
· How has the changing diversity of the US impacted American institutions, policy, popular culture, and national identity? 

· How have various political and social protest movements addressed injustice, inequality, and access to power in the United States?  What were the responses to these movements?

· How has personal identity related to race, gender, sexual orientation, ethnicity, class, ability status, religion, etc. impacted the experiences of Americans since WWII?

· What were the causes of immigration to and migration within the United States and what were the effects on U.S. society? 

· How did the post WWII economy shape political, economic, and social power and opportunity within the US?

· How have Wisconsin American Indians show perseverance and resilience in the struggle for reaffirming rights, exercising treaties, and tribal sovereignty?

· How has the expanded power of the presidency impacted policy and public perception of government?

Challenges in the Transition From the Superpower Era to a Globalized World
· How have changes in the structure of the post-colonial world led to significant political and moral debates in the United States and its role in the world?
· How have the challenges of the post-Cold War era led to changes in U.S. foreign and domestic policy?

· What are the reasons for, and results of U.S. diplomatic, economic, and military initiatives around the world? 

· How do U.S. foreign and domestic policies influence each other? 

· How has the United States sought to balance the tension between national security and civil liberties?

