How to Write a Position Paper in Social Studies

A position paper is a form of expository writing whose purpose is to inform the reader and to persuade the reader to agree with the point-of-view of the author on the given topic. Position papers can be very long (when they are assigned as a semester-long project) or they can be very short (e.g. discussing a topic covered in a unit). The position papers assigned in this class will be of the shorter variety.

Position papers and research papers have several similarities. One’s writing must be based on accurate research in both types of papers. If one refers to that research in the process of writing one’s paper, one must give credit to the source from which you are referencing. (If you do not, you are plagiarizing that author’s work—which is academic and intellectual theft.) One does this by either using traditional footnotes (at the end of the referenced passage, one places a superscripted number—e.g. 2 –after the citation and then lists the source of the citation at the bottom of the page where the citation appears.) or by using what is called parenthetical references.

When one uses parenthetical referencing, one would cite one’s sources at the end of the passage by listing the author’s last name, the title of the reference, and by page number inside the parentheses. A parenthetical reference would look something like this: (Attaway, How to Write a Paper, p. 23).

Another item that research papers and position papers have in common is that each needs a thesis statement. A thesis statement is a one- or two-sentence condensation of the argument or analysis that is to follow in the body of the paper. Thesis statements provide a framework for the author to present his case to the reader, culminating in a conclusion that proves the thesis statement in the introduction to be correct. Thesis statements also help direct the reader to what should be expected while he reads.

Position papers and research papers also have some differences. Research papers tend to be an expression of learning over the course of an entire class. Position papers tend to be used to express learning of a particular topic in a class, and as such, a more conversational style of writing is usually acceptable.

Another difference between the two types of historical writing is the concept of point-of-view. Research papers can, but not always do, discuss multiple points-of-view on the given topic. Position papers, however, must present and discuss all sides of an issue, for one is trying to persuade the reader that the author’s point-of-view is the correct. 

Requirements:
∙ Four-to-five pages in length, double-spaced, one-inch margins, 12-point font (Arial, Times Roman, or Courier)
∙ Do not use bold or italic font throughout the paper. Use these styles only to highlight a word or phrase.

∙ Thesis statements and conclusions are required.

∙ A bibliography is required when sources are cited:


° Alphabetize and follow APA format.


° Encyclopediae and textbooks do not need to be cited. They are considered common knowledge.


° Do not rely only upon Internet sites. If you use an Internet site as a source, do not use dot-com sites. Rely upon dot-edu (schools and universities) and dot-gov (government) sites for information.
