
The Wisdom Of Cesar Chavez (1927 - 1993)
!Si se puede¡ (Yes we can!)
It is my deepest belief that only by giving our lives do we find life. You are never strong enough that you don’t need help. You knock on twenty doors or so, and twenty guys tell you to go to hell, or that they haven’t got time. But maybe at the fortieth or sixtieth house you find the one guy who is all you need.
There’s no turning back. We will win. We are winning because ours is a revolution of mind and heart. We draw our strength from the very despair in which we have been forced to live. We shall endure.

We must understand that the highest form of freedom carries with it the greatest measure of discipline. We need to help students and parents cherish and preserve the ethnic and cultural diversity that nourishes and strengthens this community – and this nation.
It’s ironic that those who till the soil, cultivate and harvest the fruits, vegetables, and other foods that fill your tables with abundance have nothing left for themselves. When a man or woman, young, or old, takes a place on the picket line for even a day or two, he will never be the same again. We can choose to use our lives for others to bring about a better and more just world for our children.

Our movement is spreading like flames across a dry plain. We seek our basic, God-given rights as human beings. We shall do it without violence because it is our destiny.
Non-violence is hard work. It is willingness to sacrifice. It is the patience to win. If we have the capacity to endure, if we have the patience, things will change. It starts with your heart and radiates out. If you give yourself totally to the non-violence struggle for peace and justice you also find that people give you their hearts and you will never go hungry and never be alone.

Because we have suffered, and we are not afraid to suffer in order to survive, we are ready to give up everything – even our lives – in our struggle for justice. In the end we will overcome.
To be a man is to suffer for others, God help us to be men.
!Viva la causa¡ (Long live our cause!)
This page is included from the recent book, The American Dreams Collection


