
Social Studies – Writing Rubric Post-A.P. Exam Research Paper

Student’s Name:________________________________
Class: A.P. Microeconomics


Period:_______
	Key question:
	Above Expectations (A/B)
	At Expectations (B/C)
	Below Expectations (D/F)

	Did I stay focused throughout the piece?

Points:  [5]
	Topic Focus
___ Clear thesis that focuses and defines topic 
___ Paper stays on topic

	Topic Focus
___ Thesis is present, but unclear
___ Paper sometimes strays from topic
	Topic Focus
___ Thesis is missing
___ Topic is unclear or unfocused

	Did I develop and support my thesis with relevant information?
Points:   [10]
	Thesis Support
___ Ideas are fully developed 
___ All evidence supports thesis
___ Thesis is fully supported by multiple pieces of evidence

___ All evidence presented is accurate
	Thesis Support
___ Some ideas are clear, but others are unclear
___ Some evidence does not support thesis.

___ Some, but not enough evidence
___ Most evidence presented is accurate  

	Thesis Support
___ Ideas are unclear and undeveloped

___ Evidence does not support thesis
___ Evidence is missing
___ Much of the evidence presented is inaccurate 

	Does the organizational structure support my writing?

Points:  [15]
	Organization:

___ Introduction hooks and engages reader

___ Transitions are smooth
___ Body paragraphs are logically organized
___ Conclusion ties paper together and explains why topic is important
	Organization:

___ Introduction is present, but is not engaging

___ Transitions are present, but awkward
___ Body paragraphs need better organization

___ Conclusion is present, but fails to tie the paper together well

	Organization:

___ Introduction missing or unclear
___ Transitions are missing 
___ Body paragraphs are poorly organized
___ Conclusion is missing or unclear

	Has your writing been edited to the point that it can be clearly understood by your audience?

Points:   [10]
	Mechanics & Fluency:   

​​​___ Spelling is correct
___ Punctuation, capitalization, and grammar are accurate
___ Word choice is appropriate for the purpose and audience 

___ Words are specific and accurate


	Mechanics & Fluency:      

___ Spelling is usually correct
___ Punctuation, capitalization, and grammar are mostly accurate

___ Most word choice is appropriate for purpose and audience

___ Word choice is sometimes vague and/or inaccurate


	Mechanics & Fluency:      

___ Spelling errors are frequent
___ There are frequent punctuation, capitalization, and grammar errors

___ Word choice not appropriate for purpose and audience 

___ Word choice is unnatural, vague, or misused 

___ Errors prevent understanding


	
	
	
	

	Did I use and cite relevant resources? 
Points:  [10]
	Using Resources:

___ Sources are relevant, reliable,  and recent 

___ Sources are cited in the text
___ Sources are cited in a reference page
___ All outside ideas are properly quoted and paraphrased 
	Using Resources:

___ Some sources are relevant, reliable, and recent

___ Most sources are cited in the text.

___ Most sources are cited in a reference list 

___ Most outside ideas are properly quoted and paraphrased


	Using Resources:

___ Sources missing or poorly chosen
___ Sources are not cited or cited incorrectly 

___ Reference page missing or incorrect
___ Obvious plagiarism is present



